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Roz Klein-Nelson Serves 30 Years as Hospice of Dayton Volunteer

Volunteers were a key part of the early years of Hospice of Dayton and the vision to give the community a special place
for the end of life journey of patients. Sharing that vision was a special volunteer, Roz Klein-Nelson, who joined the
efforts of the founders in 1981. Roz was recently honored for 30 years as a volunteer and for helping to lay the
foundation of service that Hospice of Dayton has given to Dayton for 33 years.

Each One, Reach One, the personal
recruitment initiative of Volunteer
Services, was alive and well in 1981.
Larry Glickler, then a young 25 year
old funeral director, recruited Roz to
serve on the Board of Trustees.

She fondly remembers those early
years when Hospice of Dayton was
housed in a wing of St. Elizabeth
Medican Center and much of the
work was done by the working
Board of Trustees.

Emphasizing the importance of
hospice care, Roz said, “When I was
three, my mother died. Back in those
days they did not have hospice, and
it was harder for people to care for
their loved ones. We saw a need for
the community to create a hospice in
Dayton, and we pursued it. During
the end of life, it is so important to
have nurses come to the home,
always focusing on the needs of
patients and families.”

As a graduate of University of Akron
and the University of Dayton in
gerontology and counseling, Roz
worked at Good Samaritan Hospital
as Patient Advocate in Gerontology
for 23 years.

Roz remembers working with
volunteers Marcella Hager, Pam
Stephens, and Larry Glickler, who
were honored for 30 years in 2009
and 2010.

“I remember when we bought the
land on Wilmington Avenue and
built Founder’s Hall, which is Colp
today. I read a special poem I wrote
for the dedication. This was a
highlight of all our work,” said Roz,
as she smiled with pride as she
recalled the early days.

While at Good Samaritan Hospital,
she was instrumental in forming
bereavement groups and chaplain
services, as she worked with all
faiths, including the Jewish
community, which she represented.
She brought this expertise to
Hospice of Dayton as bereavement
groups and chaplain services were
started.

Roz was also a pioneer in bringing
musicians to play instruments for
hospice patients and encouraged pet
therapy by bringing her own dog,
Nappy, to visit patients.

In her 30 years, she has served in
various capacities as a member of
the Board of Trustees and on many
committees to help make Hospice of
Dayton the premier hospice it is
today.

“We served where we were needed,”
she said. “When I see everything we
did, I am so proud.”

Roz Klein-Nelson will also be honored
with other pioneers of Hospice of
Dayton at Savor the Moment Style
Show and Luncheon on Friday,
September 16, at Sinclair Community
College Ponitz Center.

Dayton Hospice House Refresh Project Continues

The refresh work at HOD reflects our commitment to the community that
donates so generously to support our mission. The work being done will enable
us to better serve patients and families and create an enhanced working
environment for staff.

Hospitality upgrades include the
creation of patient care suites with
comfortable furnishings. New music
and laser light technologies will create a
more soothing and relaxing atmosphere
for patients. Furnishings and suite
accessories have been selected to
establish high hospitality standards for
family members and visitors.

Design elements are being included to improve way-finding and to enhance the
safety and security of patients, families and staff.




